Date: 05/07/2026
AS 2026-05

The Board of Assessment Revision meeting was called to order at 9:01 AM on May 7, 2026, in the
Susquehanna County Courthouse. :

Present: Commissioners A. Hall, D. Darrow, R. McNamara, Senior Field Appraiser & Deputy Director
P. Leach, Secretary A. Sanguinito, former Clean & Green Specialist C. Fleetwood

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Commissioner McNamara made a motion to approve the minutes from April 2, 2026.

Seconded by Commissioner Darrow Ayes: Unanimous Motion carried
DISCUSSION: Jason K Davis (256.00-1,012.01,000.): Deputy Director Leach states the Assessment
office received a letter from Pennsylvania Department of Military and Veterans Affairs declaring J. Davis
has demonstrated the required financial need and is recommended to be approved for the tax exemption
status as of March 18, 2026.

Motion was made by Commissioner Darrow to approve tax exemption status.

Seconded by Commissioner McNamara Ayes: Unanimous Motion carried

Individual Appeal Case Record:

Date: 05/07/2026 Time: 9:02 AM

Property Owner: Community Methodist Church Great Bend Borough

Represented by: Michael & April Mroz — Board Members

Parcel Number: 031.15-1,025.00,000. Acres: 1.10ac Property Type: R
Market Value: $272,000 Assessed Value: $136,000

C&G Market Value: N/A C&G Assessed Value: N/A

Estimated Co/Twp/School Tax: $12,215.47
Parcel Approved for Homestead: No

Commissioner Hall states that his understanding is that the property lost its exemption when a deed was
done to combine properties and they are requesting exemption. Michael & April Mroz confirm.

Deputy Director P. Leach explains that the property was measured and there were substantial changes
which she reviewed. She states that the recommendation of the assessment office would be that the
church and the part of the parsonage that is office space used for church business would qualify for
exemption. However, the part of the parsonage where the pastor resides and the apartment building do
not qualify under church exemption and would have to qualify under the Purely Public Charity
Exemption and meet the HUP Test. P. Leach also explains that there is case law stating that a pastor’s
home used exclusively as an employee residence does not qualify for exemption under the religious
standards, only areas used for regularly stated worship. Deputy Director Leach provides an example in
the county of a church parcel with employee housing that is excluded from the exemption.

Motion was made by Commissioner McNamara to approve the Appeal for full exemption and exonerate
the County/Township 2026 tax bill.

Seconded by Commissioner Darrow Ayes: Unanimous Motion carried

Individual Appeal Case Record:

Date: 05/07/2026 Time: 9:09 AM
Property Owner: Benedict F Diaz Sr
Represented By: Michael Briechle, Esquire

Benedict F Diaz Jr, Executor Lathrop Township
Parcel Number: 258.00-2,001.00,000. Acres: 96.29ac Property Type: A
Market Value: $147,000 Assessed Value: $73,500
C&G Mkt Value: $87,600 C&G Assessed Value: $43,800

Estimated Co/Twp/School Tax: $3,001.67
Parcel Approved for Homestead: No



Attorney M. Briechle states that he believes the rollback on the entire property is incorrect. He explains
that his understanding is that rural enterprises under 2 acres are permissible under Clean & Green and the
astroturf only occupies 1.48 acres. M. Briechle states he is unsure what a non-rural enterprise is.

Former Clean & Green Specialist C. Fleetwood explains that a rural enterprise is all of the following: the
inventory is owned by the landowner or Class A beneficiaries, conducted within 2 acres, and does not
permanently impede or otherwise interfere with the production of an agricultural commodity on that
portion of land. C. Fleetwood confirms with M. Briechle that the astroturf is not owned by the
landowner. He also inquires if the DEP has done a test to prove that the astroturf has not left rubber
crumb in the sediment on the property interfering with the production of hay. M. Briechle replies there
has not been a test that he is aware of.

Commissioner Hall states that he has spoken with the solicitor and the astroturf does not qualify as a rural
enterprise. He expresses to B. Diaz Jr that it was the landowner’s responsibility to notify the assessment
office back in 2018 when the astroturf was first stored on the property. Commissioner Hall recommends
changing the rollback to only 1.48 acres instead of on the entire property.

Motion was made by Commissioner McNamara to approve and reissue the rollback for only 1.48ac.

Seconded by Commissioner Darrow Ayes: Unanimous Motion carried

Commissioner McNamara motioned to adjourn at 9:17 AM.

Seconded by Commissioner Darrow Ayes: Unanimous Motion carried
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